CHAPTER XII
CONCLUSION
NONE of the Powers wanted a European War. Their
governing rulers and ministers, with very few exceptions,
all foresaw that it must be a frightful struggle, in which
the political results were not absolutely certain, but in
which the loss of life, suffering, and economic consequences
were bound to be terrible. This is true, in a greater or less
degree, of Pashitch, Berchtold, Bethmann, Sazonov, Poin-
care, San Giuliano and Sir Edward Grey. Yet none of
them, not even Sir Edward Grey, could have foreseen that
the political results were to be so stupendous, and the other
consequences so terrible, as was actually the case.
For many of the Powers, to be sure, a European War
might seem to hold out the possibility of achieving various
desired advantages: for Serbia, the achievement of national
unity for all Serbs; for Austria, the revival of her waning
prestige as a Great Power, and the checking of nationalistic
tendencies which threatened her very existence; for Eussia,
the accomplishment of her historic mission of controlling
Constantinople and the Straits; for Germany, new eco-
nomic advantages and the restoration of the European bal-
ance which had changed with the weakening of the Triple
Alliance and the tightening of the Triple Entente; for
France, the recovery of Alsace-Lorraine and the ending of
the German menace; and for England, the destruction of
the German naval danger and of Prussian militarism. All
these advantages, and many others, were feverishly striven
and intrigued for, on all sides, the moment the War actually
broke out, but this is no good proof that any of the states-